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Honorable Charles S. Robb
United States Senate
Russel~ Senate Office Building
First and Constitution Avenue,
Room 493
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Robb:
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~ .. ".
RECEIVED

'APR 12 1993

FEDERAl.C(»'OKJNICATI~ ea.tMIS9ON
(fRCE Of THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of February 5, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituent~ regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the'Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating~in the frequency bands below 512 MHz .

. ~~.~:

Those rules have been in place for o;er 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of "private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarilYbY~tocal governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance 'their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone, Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the. quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, 'and Reply Conments are,
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Ralph A aL&ht
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice
Order
Discussion paper
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CHARLES S. ROBS

VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
Russell Senate Office Building

First and Constitution Avenlte. NE Room 493
Washington. DC 20510

(2021 224-4024

tlnittd ~tattS ~matt
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4603

February 5, 1993

COMMITTEES:

COMMERCE. SCIENCE.
AND TRANSPORTATION

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. James Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communic.at.ions Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

My office has been contacted py several Virginia
constituents regarding proposed regulations by the FCC.
enclosing a copy Of the correspondence I have received.

lam

I would appreciate it very much if you could review this
information. Many thanks for your consideration.

cii~;Si.::~
Charles S. Robb

CSR/tmh

State Office:

Otd City Hall
1001 East Broad Street
Richmond. VA 23219
(8041771-2221

Regionel Offices:

Dominion Towers. Suite 107
999 Waterside Drive
Norfolk. VA 23510
18041 441-3124

1 Court Square
Suite 340
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(7031432-1551

Dominion Bank Building
Main Street
Clintwood. VA. 24288
(7031928-4104

Signet Bank Bui'ding
530 Mein Street
Danyil... VA 24541
1804) 791-0330

Crestar B.ntl, Building
3'0 first Street SW Suite '02
Roanoke. VA 24011
(7031985-0103
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The Honorable Charles Robb
The United States Senate
Washington DC 20510

Dear Senator Rabb,

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are ct::;-€~n:':ly' under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The proce~d~nq is PR
Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usabi.lity of
frequencies already assigned for model use and increase the risl~ of <:L::::idents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band, a band primarily
used for private Land Mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the Land Mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band wi~hciut _~ither ","_l?~~nt,erferinc;L..l!li...t .....b,--__
the other. Now the FCC wants to create more Land Mobile f requenc ies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, many Land Mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies wi1l be left if these
new rules are adopted. Many thousands of dollars of radio control equipment
owned by members of my club will be rendered useless.

When we fly our model airplanes we go through gre~t lengths to assurE:! the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protect ion of property.' Our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the assigned
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequenciE::, L-; !i iminished
as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly reduced. Please understand that. J:l1:lrlY model
airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet, weigh as much as 30-40 pounds and fly
at a high rate of s·peed. The' models themselves are expensive to :o1..,ild; but
more to the point, they are capable of causing property daroan.;;e, 581: lOUS

injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We need the use of our full compliment of radio frequf;ticies in
order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise for the FCC to seek to allocatE: more radio
frequencies for Land Mobile users at the expense of radio control modE.lers.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we
have a considerable investment in our models and radio equipme;lt:. 'J.'t:.e hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people (vot~y",: liKE' rltyself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercia 1 av;i,ation
industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by no': a.1 2~." ing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-75 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~~r-

7)ov c{S 14b by Sh'\'l;


